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MISSION SAN XAVIER DEL BAC, TUCSON, ARIZ. PHOTOGRAPH BY ABDULMOHSEN ALREESH
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We are a network of nine students 
at the University of Arizona 
School of Journalism, seeing and 

recording the world around us for your 
enjoyment and ours. Collectively and 
individually, we speak six languages and 
have visited more than 10 countries. In 
this magazine photography project, we 
share our diverse points of view—18 eyes 
looking through nine camera lenses.

Join us in our journey as we explore the 
University of Arizona’s Biosphere 2, the 
Reid Park Zoo and the everyday lives of 
Tucson’s citizens. 

From architecture to nature, from the 
bizarre to the sublime, we can’t wait to 
share our visions and vistas with you.

“You never really understand a person 
until you consider things from his point of 
view.” —Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird
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Initially designed to be a self-contained ecological system 
independent of any exchange with the outside world, the 
original Biosphere 2 complex was built between 1987 

DQG������LQ�2UDFOH��$UL]��7RGD\��WKH�%LRVSKHUH·V�ÀYH�ELRPHV�
represent climatically distinct areas characterized by their 
dominant forms of animal and plant life.

7KH�ÀYH�ELRPHV�LQFOXGH�D�UDLQ�IRUHVW��DQ�RFHDQ�ZLWK�D�FRUDO�
UHHI��PDQJURYH�ZHWODQGV��VDYDQQDK�JUDVVODQGV�DQG�D�IRJ�
desert. Vestiges of a habitat capable of supporting human 
life remain at the facility, along with below-ground technical 
LQIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�SDVVLYH�VRODU�LQSXW�

The current mission of Biosphere 2, now owned by the 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$UL]RQD��LV�́ WR�VHUYH�DV�D�FHQWHU�IRU�UHVHDUFK��
RXWUHDFK��WHDFKLQJ�DQG�OLIH�ORQJ�OHDUQLQJ�DERXW�(DUWK��LWV�OLY-
LQJ�V\VWHPV�DQG�LWV�SODFH�LQ�WKH�XQLYHUVH�µ��

2Q�0D\�����������WKH�1HWZRUN���SKRWRMRXUQDOLVWV�YLVLWHG�
Biosphere 2 for a photo shoot. Guided by Biosphere 2 
science journalist Paul Ingram, our shutters clicked as we 
explored the Biosphere’s inner workings and remarkable 
climate-controlled biomes. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY ABDULMOHSEN ALREESH
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7RS��6HHG�SRGV�KDQJ�IURP�D�WUHH�LQ�WKH�RFHDQ�DUHD�RI�%LRVSKHUH����$ERYH��6FLHQFH�
journalist Paul Ingram photographs trees and plants in the Biosphere’s rain forest. 
5LJKW��7KH�0DGDJDVFDU�RFRWLOOR�LV�D�VXFFXOHQW�WKDW�GURSV�LWV�OHDYHV��%HORZ��&DFWXVHV�
DQG�RWKHU�DULG�DGDSWHG�SODQWV�WKULYH�LQ�WKH�%LRVSKHUH·V�GHVHUW�ELRPH��%HORZ�ULJKW��$�
VSLGHU�VLWV�RQ�LWV�ZHE�LQ�WKH�UDLQ�IRUHVW��ZKLFK�HQFRPSDVVHV�VHYHUDO�WURSLFDO�KDELWDWV��
2SSRVLWH��$ERXW����VSHFLHV�RI�ÀVK�����W\SHV�RI�DOJDH�DQG�QXPHURXV�LQYHUWHEUDWHV�
inhabit the Biosphere’s ocean biome. 

PHOTOGRAPH BY ABDULMOHSEN ALREESH

PHOTOGRAPH BY REBECCA SASNETT

PHOTOGRAPH BY REBECCA SASNETT

PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDREW COCKRUM PHOTOGRAPHS BY ABDULMOHSEN ALREESH (ABOVE AND OPPOSITE)
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CHILEAN FLAMINGO, REID PARK ZOO, TUCSON, ARIZ. PHOTOGRAPH BY HANNAH MCLEOD
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Wild Kingdom in the Old Pueblo
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On a bright, sunny Tuesday morning in 
May 2012, the Network 9 photojournal-
ists took a trip to see the new elephant 

enclosure at the Reid Park Zoo’s “Expedition 
Tanzania” exhibit. After a pep talk by Dr. Cecil 
Schwalbe about photographing wildlife, we were 
off—cameras in hand—to see what surprises our 
lenses would reveal.

A small, intimate zoo, Reid Park offered a variety 
of animal photo opportunities. (Robert Alcaraz 
especially enjoyed the giraffe exhibit.) Lions, 
tigers, polar bears, birds of many  species and 
other zoo regulars cooperated with the nine pho-
tojournalists. View the results in our zoo gallery, 
then wander down to the Reid Park Zoo for your 
own trip to the Old Pueblo’s wild kingdom. 

SUSAN SWANBERG. PHOTOGRAPH BY NOELLE R. HARO-GOMEZ

AFRICAN LION CUB. PHOTOGRAPH BY MELISSA GUZ MALLARD. PHOTOGRAPH BY HANNAH MCLEOD

BALI MYNAH. PHOTOGRAPH BY HAILEY EISENBACH NETWORK 9 PHOTOGRAPHERS AT WORK. PHOTOGRAPH BY REBECCA SASNETT
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PHOTOGRAPH BY ABDULMOHSEN ALREESH

PHOTOGRAPH BY MELISSA GUZ PHOTOGRAPH BY ABDULMOHSEN ALREESH

RETICULATED GIRAFFE. PHOTOGRAPH BY HANNAH MCLEOD ROBERT ALCARAZ. PHOTOGRAPH BY SUSAN E. SWANBERG
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Looking for the Details 
 By Robert Alcaraz
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8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$UL]RQD�VWXGHQWV�JDWKHU�DW�WKH�2OG�0DLQ�
IRXQWDLQ�IRU�D�FDQGOHOLJKW�YLJLO�WR�KRQRU�IRUPHU�VWXGHQW�
Wilson Forrester on Oct. 14, 2011. Forrester died in 
WKH�VSULQJ�RI������IURP�DQ�DFFLGHQWDO�RYHUGRVH��
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$ERYH���$�WLJHU�VOHHSV�LQ�LWV�HQFORVHG�KDELWDW�DW�WKH�5HLG�3DUN�=RR�LQ�
7XFVRQ���$UL]��7KH�]RR�ZDV�IRXQGHG�LQ������DQG�KRVWV���������YLVLWRUV�D�
\HDU��2SSRVLWH�WRS���$�GUDJRQÁ\�VLWV�RQ�D�SODQW�LQ�WKH�ÁDPLQJR�H[KLELW�DW�
WKH�5HLG�3DUN�=RR��0DQ\�LQVHFWV�DQG�ELUGV�URDP�IUHH�DW�WKH�]RR��5LJKW���
The ukulele is a traditional Hawaiian instrument. Lanikai started producing 
high-quality instruments in 2000.

Top:  An orange decomposes on the ground near its tree outside the 
Arizona State Museum in Tucson. Many oranges fell with the change of 
VHDVRQ�IURP�VSULQJ�WR�VXPPHU���$ERYH��-DFRE�1LQR�FRQVXPHV�D�6RQRUDQ�
hot dog. Nino has had a food addiction since he was 10 years old.  
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MY PERSPECTIVE

There are no secrets to shooting good photographs; there 
are just secret approaches. I have always been the kind of 
photographer who takes as many shots as I possibly can. 

In that way, there will always be a few that turn out well. Along 
with shooting away, a technique that is essential when doing in-
depth pieces is to get to know your subject. If you spend the time 
and observe your subject in his natural environment, you as a 
photographer will understand what makes him tick.

Most of my work is the outcome of simply putting in the time to 
be where I need to be. This isn’t mystical or secretive. I approach 
an assignment in a loving manner and understand what I must 
do to illustrate my subject in an organic way.

With photography, you have the power to portray the whole 
world through your lens. You wouldn’t want to see a world that 
was out of focus or washed out with no subject. You would want 
to see the details and emotion that come with everything the 
world encompasses. Make the world a good and fun thing for 
others to look at, because you wouldn’t want it any other way. 
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A Touch
of Tucson’s Beauty

By Hannah McLeod

The blooms of the saguaro—Arizona’s signa-
WXUH�FDFWXV³DSSHDU�EHWZHHQ�$SULO�DQG�-XQH�
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/HIW��0H[LFDQ�EDURTXH�DUFKLWHFWXUH�GLVWLQJXLVKHV�6W���$XJXVWLQH�&D-
thedral in downtown Tucson. Below:  The elaborate stone exterior 
IHDWXUHV�SODQWV�QDWLYH�WR�WKH�6RQRUDQ�'HVHUW�

The colorful buildings at La Placita
9LOODJH�SURYLGH�D�WDVWH�RI�+LVSDQLF�FXOWXUH�
in downtown Tucson. Tourists often stop by 
to take photographs or pick up information 
DW�WKH�YLVLWRUV�FHQWHU�
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$ERYH��$�WXUWOH�VZLPV�LQ�WKH�SRQG�QHDU�
3DUN�$YHQXH�RQ�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$UL]RQD�
campus. Left: A leaf wraps around a bird 
feather lying on the ground at the Uni-
YHUVLW\�RI�$UL]RQD�
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Photography is capturing a moment that no 
one else might have seen. It’s having the 
patience to experience and photograph a mo-

ment that gives color and beauty to a story that has 
never been told. For me, photography is a journey 
into another person’s life or place. By spending time 
with my subjects, I learn who they are, and I can 
capture a more truthful storytelling photograph that 
reveals their unique character. Being a photographer 
gives me the opportunity to walk with them through 
their lives. It’s not something everyone gets to do. 

I believe that patience is the key to a spectacular 
photograph. Another aspect is being prepared for 
the unexpected. When photographing people’s lives, 
you might find another aspect that would make a 
more interesting story. Seek that out. Don’t stick to a 
rigid plan. Be flexible. Let your hand start snapping 
photos, and worry later about which ones you’ll use. 

When I shoot, I block out all the distractions around 
me and get inside my camera. I try to see everything 
through the lens and not be distracted by my subject 
or the people watching me. It’s confidence, fearless-
ness and composure that allow me to disappear as 
a photographer and let my subjects relax and guide 
the story. I focus on capturing the beautiful and 
small elements to create a bigger and more widely 
seen picture of a person’s life or place.

Right: A fence near the Arthur Pack 
'HVHUW�*ROI�&RXUVH�OHDGV�WR�D�7XFVRQ�
sunset. Below:  A jumping cholla cactus 
can grow up to 12 feet high.
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Prickly pear cactuses (Opuntia species) bloom in the Sonoran Desert from late spring to early summer.

Spring in the Sonoran Desert
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My Perspective  
By Susan E. Swanberg

Exceptional scenes appear before our eyes every day—a red bird in a  
yellow tree, the soft curve of a green-and-pink agave leaf, the 
graceful hands of a young woman cradling a baby tarantula. 

Scientists and photographers share the desire to understand the  
remarkable events around them, examining both the macro and the  
micro worlds with their lenses. A scientist’s lenses examine  
individual attributes, while a photographer’s lenses assemble a  
complete and aesthetic whole. 
 
My desire as a scientist/photographer is to meld the two worlds, weaving 
images with a scientist’s insight and a photographer’s skill, enhancing our 
understanding of the natural world. I seek out the exceptions that please 
the eye and intrigue the mind. I know I have achieved my goal when a 
photograph appeals to both the eye and the mind.

I learn best in the company of accomplished photographers. Following 
the trajectories of their lenses helps me see into their mind’s eyes and 
visualize what to strive for. What subjects, quality of light and  
equipment do they favor? 

Without exception, my colleagues have been generous with their time 
and their art. They inspire me to reach goals I never would have  
considered achievable back when I worked at a laboratory bench.  
These artists are exceptional people, and I value every minute I spend in 
their company.

To paraphrase the geneticist William Bateson: Let your camera treasure 
those exceptions whenever and wherever you find them.

Spring in the Sonoran Desert
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The red bird of paradise (Caesalpinia pulcherrima) belongs to the pea family. This shrub blooms 
JVSQ�1EVGL�XS�3GXSFIV��WIRHMRK�JSVXL�HIIT�VIH�SVERKI�¾S[IVW�EGGIRXIH�[MXL�]IPPS[�

�(ITIRHMRK�SR�XLI�WTIGMIW��TVMGOP]�TIEV�GEGXYWIW�FIEV�¾S[IVW�SJ�XVERWPYGIRX�]IPPS[��SVERKI��TMRO��VIH�SV�QEKIRXE�
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Hedgehog cactuses (Echinocereus species) bloom overnight in March and April, producing a 
riotous display of vivid magenta blossoms.

This green-and-mauve succulent is a delicious treat for young cottontail rabbits.
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The Beauty of
Everyday Life

By Noelle R. Haro-Gomez

8LVII�]IEV�SPH�.S]IIXE�>EQER�IRNS]W�MGI�GVIEQ�[MXL�LIV�
father, Abu Asaduzzaman, at Tucson’s Reid Park.
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I am fairly new at photography, but I have come to realize 
that I love taking photos of people. I strongly believe that 
everyone has a story, and photography allows me in some 

way to tell that story. I love photographing people of all ages 
and from all walks of life. It’s amazing how so much feeling 
or beauty can come from a single image. With one shot, I can 
stop time and document history. 

It takes me so much time to compose a photo. It’s not an easy 
task for me. I try to take into account where I am, the time of 
day and where people are. Eventually, shooting will get easier. 
The most gratifying moment is when I take a picture and it 
works. 

I still have much to learn. I hope that my photographs will 
one day evoke emotion in people, causing them to think twice 
about our world and to make a change. 

My Perspective

1E]SV�.SREXLER�6SXLWGLMPH�TVIWIRXW�&IPMRHE�%KER�[MXL�XLI�4YFPMG�7EJIX]�
(MWTEXGLIV�SJ�XLI�=IEV�E[EVH�EX�E�8YGWSR�'MX]�'SYRGMP�QIIXMRK��� ����

8ST��,IRV]�=EY��PIJX�ERH�.IQQE�0IZI]�[EPO�XLIMV�HSK��(I\XIV��SR�
XLI�9RMZIVWMX]�SJ�%VM^SRE�QEPP��(I\XIV�MW�E���QSRXL�SPH�HEGLWLYRH��
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%HORZ��8$�VWXGHQW�-RVH�4XLUR]�VWXGLHV�WKH�HIIHFWV�RI�HQYLURQPHQWDO�
toxins on obesity as part of a diabetes research program.

Volunteers Carol and Carl Harlan prepare soup at Casa 
Maria, a charity kitchen in Tucson, Ariz. 
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  Colors of the world  
Breaking the rules has always been an interest of 

mine, but there has to be a limit. Like everything 
on this planet, there’s a fine line between normal 

and overdoing it—and that line is creativity. When I’m 
behind the camera lens, I try to break some rules but 
not go overboard, as that might seem as if I have abso-
lutely no idea what I’m trying to do. Sometimes I just 
let my instincts take over. I find that the less you think 
about a shot, the more you succeed in finding the one 
image that amazes people. 

Of course, sometimes you have to play the process over 
in your head because not everything you do has to be 
forced to the fine line of creativity. There are times when 
a simple photograph can please the group. Usually, curi-
osity drives me to break a rule and take something one 
step further. If I already know how to do something, I 
assume everyone else does too, so that’s when I begin to 
play. When I play, it’s not about making sure my images 
are sharp or taken at the right angle. It’s about exploring 
new techniques and finding a place for myself. For me, 
that trait comes with being like a rubber band. When 
left alone, I’m nothing but a piece of rubber, but when 
needed, I can be stretched and used in different ways. 
This is what makes me versatile. 
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  Colors of the world  By Abdulmohsen Alreesh
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Left: The Kuwait Towers, designed by Swedish engineers 
Sune Lindström and Malene Björn, were dedicated in 
March 1979. 

%HORZ��$ERXW��������SDLQWHG�VWHHO�SODWHV�FRYHU�WKH�
spheres on the Kuwait Towers. One of the spheres 
KRXVHV�D�YLHZLQJ�GRFN�DQG�UHYROYLQJ�UHVWDXUDQW�

Opposite top: Biosphere 2, located north of Tucson, 
Ariz., was built in the 1980s to study space colonization 
technology. Today, scientists research the complex inter-
DFWLRQV�RI�OLIH�LQ�ÀYH�ELRPHV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�JLJDQWLF�UHVHDUFK�
facility. 

Opposite middle: Because there is no wind in the Bio-
sphere’s enclosed rain forest, trees are generally weaker 
than they would be in the wild. When trimming the trees, 
ZRUNHUV�KDYH�WR�FOLPE�WKH�RYHUKHDG�JODVV�DQG�IUDPH�
structure. 

2SSRVLWH�ERWWRP�OHIW��/DUJH�OHDYHV�LQ�WKH�%LRVSKHUH·V�
rain forest shade the walkways, producing soft light.

2SSRVLWH�ERWWRP�ULJKW��'XULQJ�D�GXVW�VWRUP�LQ�.XZDLW�
&LW\��WKH�VXQ�LV�QRW�DV�KDUVK�LQ�WKH�ODWH�DIWHUQRRQ�DV�LW�
normally is in the desert, when temperatures soar into 
the 100s. A cool afternoon is always welcome in Kuwait. 
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Stepping out of your 

The only way to really tell a story, 
whether with words or pictures, is to 
live a story. You have to be willing to 

do something you’ve never done before. This 
might include going scuba diving, traveling 
or talking to a stranger. These adventures 
allow you to explore and learn. If you want to 
wear an Indian Jones hat, do it! Maybe you 
can get Shia LaBeouf to go with you.

I must admit, this is not easy. All through 
high school I was pretty shy. I never went to 
parties or took part in Student Council. I was 

in yearbook, which prompted me to talk to 
strangers and even take pictures. Yearbook 
became my excuse for a conversation. 

It wasn’t until I went to Australia that I 
stepped out of my box. I snorkeled the Great 
Barrier Reef and ate kangaroo and crocodile 
meat. I never thought I would do any of these 
things. I had created a story.

There’s a quote by an unknown author: 
“Replace fear of the unknown with curiosity.” 
In college, I’m still shy, but I’m not allowing 

my fear to get in the way of trying some-
thing new. This summer I decided to take 
a 400-level class, Magazine Photography, 
at the University of Arizona. I knew noth-
ing about magazine photography or even 
cameras. I had a fear of the unknown world 
of photography, but instead of running in the 
other direction, I stepped out of my box and 
replaced fear with curiosity. Again, I tried 
something new and added to my story. How 
else are you going to learn? Seeing something 
and doing something are two completely dif-
ferent things.

BOX
                    By Rebecca Sasnett

´5RV\µ�WKH�URV\�ERD�VOLWKHUV�DURXQG�D�WUHH�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$UL]RQD�ZKLOH�WU\LQJ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�KHU�QHZ�HQYLURQPHQW��
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$ERYH��7KH�6\GQH\�2SHUD�+RXVH�
is one of many tourist attractions 
in Australia’s largest city. 

Right: The 277-mile-long Grand 
&DQ\RQ�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�VHYHQ�QDWX-
ral wonders of the world. 
Below: Biosphere 2, located 
north of Tucson, Ariz., houses 
ÀYH�GLIIHUHQW�HFRV\VWHPV�WKDW�DUH�
XVHG�IRU�VFLHQWLÀF�UHVHDUFK��
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-DPHV�5RPLQH������SUDFWLFHV�
his guitar on the staircase at 
Gateway Apartments on Tuc-
VRQ·V�%URDGZD\�%RXOHYDUG��
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-DPHV�5RPLQH�IRFXVHV�RQ�TXDQWXP�PHFKDQLFV�DQG�SK\VLFV�LQ�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�$UL]RQD·V�
Physics and Atmospheric Sciences computer lab in Tucson, Ariz. Romine enjoys reading about 
quantum mechanics and physics.
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Introducing...
                 Hailey Eisenbach

I’ve had a fascination with photography ever since I 
was a little girl. I had a hot pink camera (a hand-me-
down from my oldest sister, and no doubt a relic of 

the ’80s) that never had any film in it. I would play with 
that thing for hours, pretending to take pictures of my 
pets and all my family members. I remember hearing 
my father call it my “magic camera” one day. 

When I got older, I asked my mom for a new camera 
for Christmas. Santa delivered, and I had a new Olym-
pus point-and-shoot film camera that I took every-
where with me. 

The summer when I turned 16 and got my first job, I 
worked two weeks in a row to save up enough to buy 
an SLR. The Canon EOS Rebel I bought with my own 
money was my baby. I added a DSLR to the mix and 
began to shoot even more.

The thing I liked the most about photography was the 
ability to freeze my favorite moments so I could look 
back and experience them later. It was exhilarating. It 
allowed me to be quiet, curious and observant. It was a 
way to process the world around me. 

As I began to really note photography’s aesthetic value, 
my style and interest matured. I no longer used pho-
tography solely to document my friends and me hang-
ing out. I began obsessively noticing subtle beauties 
and interesting compositions everywhere I looked.

I like that my experience with photography has been 
nothing but shifts in perspective. I am, and have been, 
evolving my perspective since the day I took my first 
photograph. I want to keep shifting my perspective. I 
want to keep trying new things, seeing in a different 
way and photographing more thoughtfully.

My Perspective
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Fine Art Photography

In Tucson’s 
Barrio Viejo the 

cool colors of 
this small desert 

home grabbed 
my eye on 

my way home 
from work one 

afternoon. Paying 
attention to the 
way colors and 
shapes interact 
with spaces is 

RQH�RI�P\�IDYRU-
ite subjects to 

photograph.  

An assignment 
on color and 
shapes took me to 
Barrio Viejo, just 
blocks from the 
7XFVRQ�&RQYHQ-
WLRQ�&HQWHU��7KLV�
minimal approach, 
with interactions 
between shapes 
and lines, is part of 
my unique way of 
seeing the world. 
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Portraiture
Portraiture is one of 

my favorite aspects of 
photography. Captur-
ing someone’s unique 

I\TVIWWMSRW�ERH�HMWXMRGX�
personality really reso-
REXIW�[MXL�QI��-�EP[E]W�

end up making my 
friends model for me 

just to practice shoot-
ing head shots and to 

sharpen my portrait 
techniques.  
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By Melissa Guz

“I’m not a photographer” is a saying I’ve heard 
on a regular basis from various people. I even admit 
that this saying has escaped my lips once or twice. 
Last year I would have believed it, seeing how I knew 
nothing about cameras and what it takes to be a pho-
tographer. But I realized that the only time I don’t 
have a chance at being something is when I stop 
taking chances, and I don’t want to stop.

I’m not going to lead you into thinking I’m an 
amazing photographer, because I’m not. I don’t 
know all the buttons or functions on my basic DSLR, 

nor do I know how much to expose a subject 6 feet 
in front of me. But I just want to stress that every-
body starts out like me in this field—a beginner. 
You have to learn the skills before you can consider 
yourself above a mediocre level.

Personal experience has shown me that photog-
raphy requires a creative eye, which is something 
I have luckily inherited from my dad’s side of the 
family. But photojournalism also requires being able 
to find and tell a story with a single shot. Luckily, I’ve 
been trained to detect what the story is in a given 
situation. I try to combine the best of both worlds 
and improve my ability to make this saying a reality: 
“A picture is worth 1,000 words.” 

Through My
Looking Glass

*XHVWV�OHDYH�WKH�9DWLFDQ�0XVHXP�YLD�WKH�IDPRXV�VSLUDO�VWDLUFDVH�EXLOW�E\�*LXVHSSH�0RPR�LQ������
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Bernier relaxes outside 
Ultima Studios after 
DQ�LQWHQVH�.UDY�0DJD�
workout. Bernier says 
the public is allowed to 
OHDUQ�ÀYH�OHYHOV�RI�WKLV�
self-defense system, 
which is used by Israel’s 
armed forces.

'DNRWD�%HUQLHU�JUDEV�KLV�\RXQJHU�VLVWHU��&KH\DQQH��GXULQJ�.UDY�0DJD�WUDLQLQJ�DW�WKH�8OWLPD�6WXGLRV�LQ�9DLO��$UL]�

Odds
Fighting the Dakota Bernier, 17, is an avid Krav Maga stu-

dent. He partakes in this form of self-defense 
not only to help him train for the Navy Seals 
but also to beat the odds of becoming a meth 
addict. He was born with meth in his system.
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$�FRVSOD\HU�VKRZV�WKH�GHWDLO�LQ�KLV�́ ERPEµ�DW�
3KRHQL[�&RPL&RQ�RQ�0D\�����������&RVSOD\HUV�
share how they created their costumes.

'DUU\O�0DUFK��OHIW��DQG�%UHWW�*LEERQV�UROH�SOD\�DW�3KRHQL[�&RPL&RQ��7KH\�EHORQJ�WR�D�JURXS�FDOOHG�WKH�.LQJGRP�RI�8PEULD�
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Jason Zarecki poses as Link from 
the video game series The Legend 
of Zelda. Cosplayers like Zarecki 
usually role play as the character 
the costume depicts.
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On Their Way to the Big Leagues
dƵĐƐŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ƐƚŽƉ�ĨŽƌ�ďĂůůƉůĂǇĞƌƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƵůƟŵĂƚĞ�ĚƌĞĂŵƐ
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On Their Way to the Big Leagues

�Ǉ��ŶĚƌĞǁ��ŽĐŬƌƵŵ

Nashville Sounds catcher 
Martin Maldonado, left, 
and starting pitcher Willy 
Peralta stretch along the 
ULJKW�ÀHOG�OLQH�DW�.LQR�
Stadium in Tucson, Ariz., on 
May 17, 2012. The Sounds 
DUH�WKH�7ULSOH�$�DIÀOLDWH�RI�
the Milwaukee Brewers.

dƵĐƐŽŶ͕�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƐƚ�ƐƚŽƉ�ĨŽƌ�ďĂůůƉůĂǇĞƌƐ�ďĞĨŽƌĞ�ƌĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƵůƟŵĂƚĞ�ĚƌĞĂŵƐ
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Ballpark photography
When I’m out in the world 

taking pictures, there’s one 
idea that I strive to find: 

Capturing the moment is snapping 
a shot that everyone can understand 
and see the story inside the photo. 
A person can go back later and still 
comprehend the situation. I believe 
this is the most important aspect of 
photojournalism, because it is another 
method of storytelling. This even 
applies to photographing sporting 
events.
 
When I go to an Arizona Diamond-
backs game at Chase Field in 
Phoenix, I take pictures throughout 
the game, because I want to capture 
the changing moments. By taking a 
picture of those moments, whether 
it’s a game-winning home run, a 
stolen base or a costly error, others 
can see why the game changed. My 
favorite experience at the ballpark of 

“capturing the moment” came when I 
photographed the 2011 Major League 
Baseball All-Star Home Run Derby in 
Phoenix. I took a picture of the derby 
winner, Robinson Cano, embracing 
his father after he had hit the winning 
home run. I thought it was a very 
strong photo that told the story of 
the emotions this ball payer was 
experiencing.

Lighting is another important quality 
I search for. Good lighting can greatly 
enhance a photo and even change its 
mood. The light at dusk and dawn is 
beautiful, but simple distilled lighting 
can also give a great feel. Finding 
light shining through trees is one 
method I use.

These two concepts have changed the 
way I take photos. My images have 
become more attention grabbing and 
capture the story behind the picture.
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Below left: Kino Bambino, right, cheers on the Wienerschnitzel hot dog-eating contestants between innings at Kino Stadium in 
7XFVRQ��$UL]���RQ�0D\�����������

%HORZ�ULJKW��7XFVRQ�3DGUHV·�&RG\�'HFNHU�VOLGHV�VDIHO\�SDVW�0HPSKLV�5HGELUGV�FDWFKHU�%U\DQ�$QGHUVRQ�WR�VFRUH�WKH�JDPH·V�ÀUVW�UXQ�

%RWWRP��7XFVRQ�3DGUHV�SOD\HUV�DQG�FRDFKHV�FRQJUDWXODWH�HDFK�RWKHU�DIWHU�WKHLU�YLFWRU\�RYHU�WKH�0HPSKLV�5HGELUGV�DW�.LQR�6WDGLXP�
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAMES PATRICK; PHOTOGRAPH OF NOELLE HARO-GOMEZ BY JOHN DE DIOS
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Andrew Cockrum
I love sports, especially baseball. I 
played at the collegiate level at Sul 
Ross State. I use my passion for 
baseball to help my photography 
by giving an athlete’s perspective. 
Growing up in Sedona, Ariz., also 
allowed me to practice taking na-
ture shots. With the unique land-
scape of  the area, it was hard not to 
ÅVL�I�OWWL�XQK\]ZM��1�TWWS�NWZ_IZL�
to enhancing my photography skills 
and continuing to tell stories.

Hailey Eisenbach
Ever since I was a little girl playing 
with my hot pink magical camera, 
I knew I wanted to take pictures. 
Playing photographer allowed me 
to investigate my own little world. 
Since I have always been somewhat 
shy, photography became my way 
of  observing and absorbing the 
world around me. It allows me to 
capture precious snippets of  life and 
enjoy them all over again. There is 
something special about that.  

Rebecca Sasnett
All throughout high school I was a 
boring, fat, lonely nerd who spent 
all her nights studying. You can im-
agine how shy I was. But I learned 
something during my shy years: You 
cannot tell a good story if  you do 
not live a good story. You have to be 
willing to step out of  your box and 
try something new. So, I dare you! 
Go try something you have never 
done before.

Susan E. Swanberg
I am a freelance science journalist 
and former research geneticist living 
in Tucson and studying at the Uni-
versity of  Arizona. I live at the foot 
of  the Santa Catalina Mountains, 
one of  the picturesque mountain 
ranges surrounding Tucson. The re-
gion offers a multitude of  topics for 
a science writer to choose from—
\PM�ÅZ[\�KTI[[�[KQMV\QÅK�ZM[MIZKP�I\�
the UA as well as the creatures in 
my backyard.

Robert Alcaraz
I tend to take photographs the 
way I eat meat —fast and in great 
amounts. My philosophy is that the 
more times you click the shutter, the 
better your chances are of  getting a 
good photograph. Detail is some-
thing I also strive for when shooting. 
Like being kicked out of  Home 
Town Buffet for eating far too 
much, I exhaust my camera to the 
point that I often run out of  room 
on my SD card.

Noelle Haro-Gomez
I am a native Tucsonan. I am cur-
rently a double major in Spanish 
and journalism at the University of  
Arizona. I’m fairly new at photog-
raphy, but I have come to realize 
that I love photographing people 
of  all ages and all walks of  life. It is 
amazing how so much emotion can 
come out of  a single image. I still 
have a lot to learn, and with time I 
will get better.

Hannah McLeod
Photography is seeing through the 
eyes of  other people. It’s a way to 
step out of  your shoes and walk 
in their footsteps. You can catch a 
glimpse into someone else’s heart 
and mind. I see photography as a 
way for people to get to know more 
about me and learn more about an-
other person. Seeing a story unfold 
through myriad pictures is a beauti-
ful way to bring a person’s story to 
life. This is what I do.

Abdulmohsen 
Alreesh
So I see you are reading about 
me. Well, I didn’t really prepare 
what to say, so, um, let me see. I’m 
from Kuwait. I have lived on three 
continents and experienced a war. I 
got into photography when living in 
Scotland, and I haven’t stopped. I 
ÅVL�Ua[MTN �TWWSQVO�NWZ�_Ia[�\W�ÅVM�
\]VM�Ua�XPW\WOZIXPa�IVL�ÅVL�VM_�
ways to break rules.

Melissa Guz
Call me modest, but I’ll admit I 
don’t live an interesting life. Instead, 
I live a rather mediocre one. From 
Vail, Ariz., I’m a 21-year-old gradu-
ate student studying journalism at 
the University of  Arizona, hoping to 
become a radio journalist. I’m also 
the daughter of  a retired Navy chief  
and the youngest of  two children 
born to a couple together for 24 
years. I’m also an avid Beatles fan.

9Lenses



Summer 2012Network Nine 50

Special thanks to all our guest speakers for 
sharing their time and experiences with us:
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PHOTOGRAPH BY MELISSA GUZ



Summer 2012Network Nine 52

RETICULATED GIRAFFES. AFRICA. PHOTOGRAPH BY ROBERT ALCARAZ

AFRICAN SPOTTED-NECKED OTTERS. PHOTOGRAPH BY ANDREW COCKRUM

MILITARY MACAWS, SOUTH AMERICA. PHOTOGRAPH BY ROBERT ALCARAZ

AFRICAN ELEPHANTS. PHOTOGRAPH BY ABDULMOHSEN ALREESH

SPEKE’S GAZELLES, AFRICA. PHOTOGRAPH BY MELISSA GUZ
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